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Introduction
The Governing Body at Pentrebane Primary School, in line with Cardiff Council policy for admissions, is committed to equality of opportunity and to eliminating unlawful discrimination. In respect of admissions to schools, all pupils and prospective pupils are treated equitably, regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, culture, nationality, language, ability/disability or religious belief. Steps are taken to ensure that admission procedures do not unfairly advantage or disadvantage any groups through the application of rules or conditions that cannot be complied with equally by all. The School Standards and Framework Act 1998 introduced a new framework for school admissions as of September 2000. This was later revised in the Education Act of 2002. Our admissions policy conforms to the regulations that are set out in that Act and are further explained in the statutory School Admissions Code of Practice and the statutory Appeals Code of Practice. These were revised in January 2003 and came into force in September 2004.

Aims and objectives
At Pentrebane Primary School we seek to be an inclusive school, welcoming children from all backgrounds and abilities.

All applications will be treated on merit, and in a sensitive manner by the LA.

The only restriction we/LA place on entry is that of number. If the number of children applying for entry exceeds the places available, we/LA adopt the procedure set out below to determine whether a child is to be accepted or not. It is our wish for parents to find a place for their child at the school of their choice. However, this is not always possible, due to excess demand on the places available.

A child’s level of ability is irrelevant to Pentrebane Primary School’s admissions policy, as are any special needs the child may have.

How parents can apply for their child to be admitted to our school
Pentrebane Primary School is a community primary school that determines its admission arrangements in agreement with the local authority (LA). The Admissions Authority for our school is therefore the LA, which publishes its entry regulations every year. Parents can receive a copy of these regulations directly from the LA. 

The LA’s annual admissions prospectus informs parents how to apply for a place at the school of their choice. Parents have a right to express their preference, but this does not, in itself, guarantee a place at that particular school. Applications should be made on a form that can be obtained from the local Education Department, and should be returned by the date stipulated on that form. The LA will notify parents of the decision as soon as all the applications have been considered.

Admission to Our Nursery
The Council is the Admissions Authority for all maintained Community Nursery Classes in Community Schools.

Children are entitled to a part-time nursery place from the start of the term following their third birthday. At our school we would invite any parents to approach the school to request a place in our nursery. 

All admissions are approved by the Chief Officer, Schools & Lifelong Learning. 

As nursery education is non-statutory provision, parents have no statutory right of appeal under the School Standards and Framework Act if they are unsuccessful in gaining a nursery place.

Attendance at a Nursery Class does not automatically entitle a child to a reception class place in the same school.

Admission to Pentrebane Primary School  
The Council is the Admissions Authority for Pentrebane Primary School and the Council is committed to providing local schools for local children where possible. 

All admissions are approved by the Chief Officer, Schools & Lifelong Learning. 

Children are admitted to reception classes in the September following their forth birthday. 

We would hope that parents would contact the school to request a place. Parents will complete a form and admission arrangements will be advised in writing. 

Attendance at a Nursery Class does not automatically entitle a child to a reception class place in the same school.

The Council will not normally exceed the school’s Admission Number or breach the limitations imposed by statutory maximum class size (30) where this applies. Further information regarding admission regulations are in the LA document which is attached. Where a school is named in a statement of special educational needs the Council has a duty to admit the child to the school. 

Any place approved on the basis of residence will be withdrawn if the pupil is no longer permanently resident at the address at the beginning of the school term to which the application relates (term dates as published in the Admission to Schools Booklet). The home address is considered to be the child’s along with their parent’s main and genuine principal place of residence on the published date. (i.e. where they are normally and regularly living). If a child is resident with friends or relatives (for reasons other than guardianship) the friends or relatives’ address will not be considered for allocation purposes.

A child is not required to start school until the start of the term following their fifth birthday.  Where a parent is offered a place in a reception class before their child is of compulsory school age, the parents have the option of deferring their child’s entry until later in the same school year. The effect is that the place is held for that child and is not available to be offered to another child. The parent would not however be able to defer entry beyond the beginning of the term after the child’s fifth birthday, nor beyond the academic year for which the original application was accepted. It is recommended that any deferment of a place is discussed with the relevant Headteacher.

The Standard Number
The ‘standard number’ is the number of children the LA considers the school can accommodate. The standard number for our school is currently 210. We/LA keep this number under review, and the governors will apply to change the number if circumstances change.

Size of Classes 
We teach nursery children in classes that have a maximum number of 24 and younger children (aged five to seven) in classes that have a maximum number of 30 children. It is desirable where possible to limit all classes to a maximum of 30.

Monitoring and Review
This policy will be monitored by the governing body, who will always take due note of the guidance provided by the local Admissions Forum.

The policy will be reviewed every two years, or earlier in the light of any changed circumstances, either in our school or in the local area.
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Mrs. E. Prescott							Mr. D. Corp
Headteacher								Chair of Governors
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Working together, building an inclusive and nurturing community of kindness, honesty and respect.
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