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	Bore da pawb. Croeso i gywasanaeth dosbarth Saffir.

	
	
	Today Sapphire class are going to share with you something sad but something very important to remember. 
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	This week, on Friday, marks a very important, yet tragic and sad day in Welsh history. A day that we should never forget.

	SLIDE 3
	
	56 years ago in 1966, on the 21st of October at 9.13am, in the village of Aberfan – a village not very far away from here. It is only a 30 minute drive away so not very far away at all! – a whole generation of children was wiped out.  There was a mining disaster that shattered a community.
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	It was a very rainy and wet day and the children of Aberfan were in school for the last day of term. There school was in the middle of the village and sat under a huge mountain with a coal mine on it. 

 

	
	
	The children were just getting ready to go to assembly when they heard a huge noise – a rumble coming from the mountain! Some had been practicing singing ready for the assembly. 

	

	
	It took just five minutes for the enormous coal tip above Aberfan to slide down the mountain and engulf Pantglas Junior school, a farm and two houses

	
	
	A huge pile of rubble and coal had slid down the mountain and landed on these buildings. There was 150,000 tonnes of coal - It completely covered the school, burying and killing 116 children and 28 adults. It was like an avalanch, a tidal wave of coal that travelled down the mountain at a terrifying speed. If you look at the picture you can see only the roof of the school is showing. The rest of it is buried in the rubble. 

	
	
	Rescuers came from everywhere to help try and dig the children out. Parents came running to join in with the rescue too. They were digging with their bare hands. Sadly they found very few survivors. 

	
	
	Almost all of the children that lived in the village died that day and so did their teachers. Only 5 children from the school survived. It must have been so very hard and very sad for everyone in the village.

	
	
	Today we remember them.

	
	
	The Aberfan disaster became known as one of the UK’s worst coal mining accidents.
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the most important artefacts associated with the Aberfan disaster is this clock. The clock, which stopped at the moment the coal struck the village in October 1966, is now on display at St Fagans.
The hands point to 09:13. This is the exact time the coal landed on the school and surrounding houses. 
The clock was picked up by Mike Flynn, one of the rescuers, and has become an iconic image of the disaster.

	
	
	On the 21st October at 9.13am we will hold a minute silence to reflect on the Aberfan disaster.
We would like you all to fall silent for a minute to reflect and remember those that lost their lives, but also those that survived and those that will always remember such a sad and tragic day in our Welsh history.   
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	Before we leave you today we would like to share a prayer of remembrance with you. Please close your eyes and listen.

	
	
	Dear Lord
Hear our prayer, as we hold the people of Aberfan in our hearts at this time of remembrance. 
Fill us with compassion and move us to reach out in love
Please bring comfort to those who continue to mourn the loss of loved ones – both children and adults,
Lives taken away in their prime
Family holes that can never be filled
Give strength to those who still struggle to rebuild shattered lives,
Help them to find fulfilment in new ways
Remembering and learning from the past
Lead us in your ways so that together we may bring the light of new hope, wherever there is destruction and despair.
We ask this in your name
AMEN
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	Many lessons were learnt from the disaster at Aberfan and many new safety measures were put in place to ensure the safety of future generations. 
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	The community came together in this tragic time and found strength in each other. They worked hard to move forward and heal the wounds of loss and of sadness and it shows the hope they have for the future. Every year the children and families living in Aberfan remember and show how they are now stronger together. 

	
	
	To end our assembly today we would like for us all to join in and sing the song that was last heard at Pantglas Primary school. A song that the children were preparing to sing in assembly on that fateful morning - ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’
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	Whilst we sing please hold the children and adults of Aberfan in your thoughts.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FT_oDqOEGpc
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	Thank you for listening to our assembly – although it has been sad to think about, it is important that we remember and give thanks for the life we have and look to the future with hope – just like the people of Aberfan learnt to do. 



